
 

 

 

Empty homes report  

Homes may become empty for a number of reasons and in most cases, this is a short term, 
or a temporary situation, for example awaiting sale, or letting, or to be renovated prior to 
occupation. The financial and personal circumstances of owners influences whether the 
property is brought back into use in a timely fashion. However empty homes are a waste of 
a valuable resource and sometimes can be a source of serious nuisance to those who live 
near them. 
 

 
Source: C Tax Accounts - Open Revenues System, 2021 

 
As of October 2021, 892 dwellings in Torbay were empty for longer than 6 months 
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Empty homes exemptions 

Empty homes are classified by Council Tax depending on why and how long they have been 
left empty. This classification includes owners in hospital, or receiving care, unresolved 
ownership matters, usually following the death of the owner, financial matters such as 
bankruptcy etc. and dependent on the circumstances an owner of an empty property may 
be exempt from paying council tax. 
 

 
 

Source: C Tax Accounts - Open Revenues System, 2021 

 
As of October 2021, a total of 1,110 empty homes have an exemption category 
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